Federal law provides for the waterway to be maintained at a minimum depth of 12 ft. for most of its length, but inadequate funding has prevented that.  Shoaling is a problem along several sections of the waterway.  Several sections have depths as low as 3 – 7 feet.   The Corps of Engineers posts shoaling information and survey data on each District’s web site.  You can access these websites from our useful links page. 

The Intracoastal Waterway has a good deal of commercial activity; products shipped include fuel oil, gasoline, asphalt, fertilizers, chemicals, wood chips, wood, limestone, sand, gravel, iron, steel, slag, lime, fabricated metal products, soybeans, vegetables, produce, and electrical machinery. 
Commercial users pay a fuel tax to the Inland Waterway Trust Fund (IWTF).   The trust fund is used to supplement federal funding for major lock rehabilitation and construction projects on inland waterways. Current legislation, however, doesn’t allow any of the funds to be used for maintenance projects.  Since Corps projects on the AIWW require maintenance funds they are not eligible to receive funds from the IWTF.  AIWA is working to get Congress to address the inequity in this legislation.

The Intracoastal Waterway is also used extensively by recreational boaters. Studies have shown that recreational boaters bring millions, and in the case of Florida, billions of dollars to state budgets. The waterway is also a safe navigation channel used by vessels not equipped for ocean travel or for when weather conditions make the ocean is too rough to travel. 

