The historical significance of the AIWW has been well documented.  The Dismal Swamp Canal winds its way through both Virginia and North Carolina, connecting the Chesapeake Bay to the Albemarle Sound.  In addition to holding the title "oldest operating artificial waterway in America," its historical significance includes ties to notable Americans.  According to the Chesapeake Conventions & Tourism bureau, Edgar Allen Poe reportedly wrote parts of his famous poem "The Raven" while traveling the canal and overnighting on its banks.  Novelists Harriet Beecher Stowe and Henry Wadsworth Longfellow also are said to have based some of their literary characters on slaves they witnessed participating in the canal's construction.  Today, the canal is included on the National Register of Historic Places and is designated a National Civil Engineering Landmark.

To learn more about the Atlantic Intracoastal Waterway read the History of the Waterways of the Atlantic Coast of the United States, published in 1983 by the US Army Corps of Engineers.
